CRAWFORD COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

SOIL & WATER CONCERNS

July 12, 2011
The meeting was called to order by the Chair Esser at 10:00 am. Esser verified the posting of the agenda. Members present for roll call were Stephen Kvigne, Harriet Behar, David Olson, and Wade Dull. Also present was Darlene Cook, John Rybarczyk, Scott Teuber, Ellen Brooks, Dale Klemme.
A motion was made by Kvigne, seconded by Olson, to approve the agenda and minutes as posted. The motion carried.

Scott Teuber from Wisconsin River Outings in Boscobel and Sauk City. Largest canoe rental in the state. Anticipating a lot of customers for the businesses along the Kickapoo. Going to cover about 70 miles. Goal is to put 500 to 750 people on the river this year. Hopefully a lot of revenue for each town the river goes through. He is also wondering about maintaining the river. If the committee could find later grants or some kind of generation of money to keep it open. Discussion on this issue. 
Dale Klemme updated on the project. From the South, Andrew Smiley will be starting today to take out deadfalls from the 60 bridge and railroad bridge in Wauzeka. Cassville Biomass Plant sent a purchase order, will pay us $5 a ton to be signed by the Chair. This money made can be put back into the project. 60 bridge up to Plum Creek is Showen. Neither of these contractors have asked for payment yet, but the office has been documenting the progress of the work that has been done and been in contact with the contractors. Plum Creek to 179 has been out there quite a bit, moving along quite nicely. Yesterday, there was a bid opening for section C and D of the next phase. 179 bridge to Haney Road is section C. Four bids were opened. This time, they had one straight price for leaners. A motion was made by Olson to contract with Mike Lepke for Section C, seconded by Dull. Motion carried. Section D is from Haney Road North to Gays Mills. A motion was made by Kvigne seconded by Olson to contract with Mike Lepke for section D. Motion carried. Currently, the office will be checking on the next phases and documenting the area and counting leaners. Presented an administration bill for payment, Dull made the motion, Olson seconded to pay. Motion carried. 
Ellen Brooks reported on the CAFO with the Roth property. They are expanding and adding more buildings and covering lagoons, so interested in if the construction will result in animal expansion because with the expansion, they would be able to handle more units and this was not included in the information received. There are also concerns with the piping between the two lagoons. Ellen reported that it didn’t seem that these issues were addressed when DATCP. Ellen would like for the committee to look at everything and do what they can to address the issues. Also wondering about the KARST representative to meet with the committee. Discussion on times that would work for the committee. 
Darlene Cook was present to discuss the high capacity well in Utica Township. Feel they haven’t addressed the fishery issues. Biggest concern is how the stipulations be monitored. These stipulations go against the landowner’s business plan and he is looking into possibly going deeper into his land. This committee has sent an email to the county board chair in regards to an ordinance. The ordinance in mind was a fee that would then service a compensation fund. Discussion on what options are available of our committee. This issue is really out of LCC hands and the DNR is the responsible party. Copper Creek water monitoring will begin July 18th. 
ADAM ACHENBACH, LAND & WATER PROJECT
Adam finished two riprap sites and bills are coming in this week. He will be starting on two new riprap projects this week. Construction is very busy right now between his projects and Dennis’s projects. 
RICK LANGE, NRCS
Rick reported they finished the 2011 EQIP contracting last week. Total to $400,000 contracted for work. Grazing contract was the last one. No word on WHIP, but hopeful that a little bit of money could come in. No word on 2012 EQUIP. RC&D is going to have to change because they will have no federal dollar support from NRCS. On the federal side, there would be no funding for the grazing specialist, but were able to pull some grants together from DATCP to fund his position (limited). Dennis Pozega and Rick both are eligible to take the early retirement from the federal government; unsure on decisions. Construction season is very busy with lots of dollars and lots of projects. There are 42 new CRP contracts. Great contour strip year. August 5th is scheduled for Bluff Prairie Restoration Tour for a couple of sites. In May, prescribed fire workshop in Missouri. Discussion on the five state natural areas in Crawford County. 
GARY HARDEN, FORESTER

Not present.

VANCE HAUGEN, UWEX
Vance reported that this Friday will be a compressed natural gas meeting. Kwik Trip is getting into this area. Their project manager will be talking about it. Wednesday, July 20th there will be an Ag Tourism meeting. Crawford County has huge potential for ag tourism. Discussion on DATCP grant to plant your roots in Crawford County. So far, one consumer has moved in and two more potential candidates. 
JOHN BAIRD, FSA
Still have crop reporting until July 15th. CRP sign up with 42 being accepted into the program. 2 or 3 people have decided to buy out. 90 contracts were accepted last fall. Half are going back in this year and half got bought out. He presented a list of farms for the Conservation office to check compliance on CRP. Questions with the biomass crop assistance program, it may not exist next year. FSA also got offered voluntary retirement options. Don Dudenbostel was elected to fill the FSA committee opening. Concerns on what the 2012 Farm Bill will look like. 
LAND CONSERVATION 

Dave reported on the upcoming Crawford County Fair. Conservation awards will be presented opening day and the members were chosen to present each award. Aquatic Invasive grant hired Don Barrett to coordinate the project. He will start this week monitoring in Crawford County. The intern will be sent out with the coordinator to test the creek. Sunrise orchard is getting approval from DNR to put in a deer mitigation fence. Discussion on a new vehicle for the LCD. 
L&W bills were presented, Dull made a motion and Olson seconded to pay bills as presented. The motion carried unanimously upon roll call. 
The committee set their next meeting date for Tuesday August 9, 2011 at 10:00am in room 215 at the Administration Building.  
 Dull moved to adjourn and Olson seconded. 
